Concomitant chronic lymphocytic leukemia, acute myeloid leukemia, and thrombosis with protein C deficiency. Case report and review of the literature.
A patient is reported who presented simultaneously with two distinct forms of leukemia: chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL) and acute myeloid leukemia (AML). The diagnosis of CLL was supported by the presence of lymphocytosis, lymphadenopathy, and splenomegaly with mature B-cell markers on the population of lymphoid cells in the bone marrow. AML was documented by the presence of circulating blast cells and 50% blasts with myeloid markers and Auer rods in the bone marrow. A complete remission from both forms of leukemia was obtained after treatment for the AML. The patient also experienced the temporal occurrence of venous thrombosis for the first time at the age of 69 years, shortly before the diagnosis of leukemia. Protein C deficiency was documented and may have been hereditary as suggested by the strong family history of thrombosis or alternatively may have been the consequence of one of the leukemias.